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Possesses more than 20 years of experience in academic management, economic policy research and consulting in the transition 
region. Eric is the president of the International School of Economics at Tbilisi State University (ISET) and ISET Policy Institute. In 
line with ISET’s broader mission to contribute to the public policy debate, Mr. Livny chairs the Economic Policy Committee with the 
International Chamber of Commerce-Georgia. Eric is a columnist with The Financial, Georgia Today, Investor.ge, and a regular 
contributor to the ISET Economist Blog.

Studied at the University of Kyiv-Mohyla Academy in Kyiv, then continued her education in the US. In 2000 received Bachelor of Arts 
degree from Franklin and Marshall College with a double major in Economics and in Philosophy. She graduated with Ph.D. in 
Economics from the George Washington University in Washington, DC in 2011. At ISET Yasya teaches first and second year 
courses in Macroeconomics and Open Economy Macro. Since September 2013 she is also serving as an Academic Director of ISET 
Policy Instituteg.

The Head of the Private Sector Development Policy Research Center at the ISET Policy Institute (ISET PI). Sophiko received her 
PhD degree in Public Economics and Finance from Catholic University in Milan for the dissertation entitled Essays in Political 
Economics (2015). She earned her Bachelor's degree in International Economic Relations from the International Black Sea Univer-
sity (2006) and her MA degrees in Economics from ISET (2008) and Southern Methodist University, in Dallas, Texas (2010).

Assistant professor at the International School of Economics at Tbilisi State University (ISET) since 2011. Until 2005, he studied economics at 
the Humboldt University and the Free University of Berlin. After working for a year at the Institute of Mathematical Economics of Bielefeld 
University, in 2006 he moved to Jerusalem to pursue his Ph.D. degree at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, where he was supervised by 
Professors Eyal Winter and Bezalel Peleg (degree awarded in 2012).

Zurab Abramishvili is a senior research fellow in the Education and Social Policy Center at ISET-PI and visiting lecturer at ISET 
(under Czech Development Agency). He completed an internship with the University of Illinois at Chicago (UIC). He is a PhD 
candidate at CERGE-EI and the title of dissertation is “Essays on Economics of Education and Social Policy”. From 2013 to 2016, 
he was a researcher at the Economics Institute of the Czech Academy of Sciences and he taught BA (MA) courses at Charles 
University in Prague and Masaryk University in Brno. He was given two scientific grants from GND in 2014 and EERC in 2015.

Norberto Pignatti holds a Ph.D. in Economics from the University of Bologna (2007), a Master in Development, Innovation and 
Change from the University of Bologna, and a Laurea (M.A. equivalent) in Economics and Finance from the University of Bologna. 
He also received the Advanced Studies Certificate in International Economic Policy Research from the Kiel Institute of World 
Economics (Germany). Before joining ISET resident faculty in 2009 he worked at the Development Centre of the OECD, at the World 
Bank and at the University of Bologna. He currently teaches Economics of Energy Markets, Cost-Benefit Analysis and Program 
Evaluation in the second year of ISET Master Program. His teaching portfolio includes also Public Economics, Development 
Economics, Economics of Transition, Labor economics and Principles of Econometrics. His research interests are Labor Economics 
(with a particular emphasis on labor markets of developing and transition countries), Sustainable Development and Policy Studies.

Phatima Mamardashvili, Dr. Sc., ETH Zurich is an assistant professor at ISET and also serves as the Head of the Agricultural Policy 
Research Center (APRC) at the ISET Policy Institute (ISET PI). Her research and teaching interests include Agricultural Economics, 
Environmental Economics, and Econometrics. Phatima received her Dr.Sc. degree from ETH Zurich for the dissertation entitled 
Measuring economic and environmental performance of Swiss dairy farms using stochastic frontier analysis; (2013). She earned her 
Bachelor's degree in Agriculture from the Georgian State Agricultural University (2005) and her M.Sc. degree in Agricultural Scienc-
es with a major in Food and Resource Economics from ETH Zurich (2009). She also received the Advanced Studies Diploma in 
Applied Statistics from the Department of Mathematics of ETH Zurich (2013). Before joining ISET in July 2014, Phatima was a 
postdoctoral researcher at the Agricultural Economics Group at ETH Zurich. Prior to starting her doctoral studies, she also worked 
at the Swiss Center for Agricultural Extension and Rural Development.

Maka Chitanava holds BA in State and Municipal Governance from Ivane Javakhishvili Tbilisi State University (TSU) and MA in 
Economics from ISET. She has been with ISET and ISET-Policy Institute since 2008. Currently Ms. Chitanava is senior researcher 
and is involved in a variety of policy research projects, focused on education and social policy analysis. Apart from the research she 
is delivering trainings on a variety of public policy issues and is visiting lecturer at TSU and University of Georgia. Courses taught 
by her are: Principles of Micro and Macroeconomics, Fiscal Decentralization and Local Economic Development. Ms. Chitanava is 
regular blogger at the ISET Economist Blog. Ms. Chitanava is a PhD student at TSU.
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